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Nor would it be just to him nor fair to the plan he upholds that
he should be restricted in his arguments in its favour by any rules
imposed by a memorandum defining his position.
The Queen hopes that you will agree with her that it would be
far better for all concerned that Sir Garnet should cease to hold the
office he does on the Commander in Chief's Staff before he is re-
commended for a Peerage.
768 (Copy) Mr. Gladstone to General Ponsoriby
10, DOWNING STREET. WHITEHALL. March 21. 1881.
I am unwilling to trouble you again on the facts of the Wolseley
case ; but I think that, in your letter of the igth account is not
taken of a distinction, which I regard as clear and fundamental,
between the official duties of a Quarter Master General (the same
applying to a Commander in Chief) and his opinion or action on
military questions in general.
We have never looked to Sir G. Wolseley as a person pledged to
support whatever the Government might propose, but as one
friendly to the established principle of the important changes
sanctioned in the time of the ministry of 1871. He might on any
question arising take a different view from ours, as Lord Sandhurst
did while holding a paid appointment, and he would be as inde-
pendent as any other Peer, wholly therefore, I conceive beyond
any question of dismissal for a proper and conscientious expression
of opinion.
The written understanding to which I referred had reference
simply to official matters in which the Commander in Chief would
be the regular organ of the Government not to military questions
at large.
I am sure that, when you say the Commander in Chief and his
staff form a military unity, you mean on these official matters,
and do not mean that on all questions relating to the Army the
Quarter Master General or other functionaries are only to think
and speak with the Commander in Chief of the day. What
reserves good sense and good tact may require is another matter,
and one I think not difficult of practical adjustment: this prin-
ciple applies probably to the Commander in Chief also, whose
relation to the Government has never been found to present a
: problem incapable of solution.